later position lasted only a year and from 1959 to 1962 Larry began his academic career with a professorship at Taiwan Normal University. His professorship was not in Asian Studies, but rather in music. The years at Taiwan Normal University were Lany's most active period musically, teaching violin, viòla, general music and giving frequent concerts.
In 1962 at the encouragement of Chen Shou-yi, Larry came back to the United States, joining the faculty of Pamona College where he taught Asian Studies for three years. In 1965 Larry became a faculty member of the University of Southern California, a position he has continued to hold, now as Professor Emeritus. During the years at U.S.C., Larry has had a truly distinguished career in the field of Chinese Studies. His service to his colleagues and the field itself has been undying. He played a critical role in the establishment and development of the Society for the Study of Chinese Religions, serving as president 1974-1976 and 1978-1985 . He served as the president of the Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, 1979 -80. He was both vice-president (1979 -81) and president (1981 of the Western Branch of the American Oriental Society and he served as president of the China Society, Taipei (1961-62) .
Larry is an exemplary citizen of the profession. He is always there to listen, to provide constructive suggestions and to inspire us to the realization of the importance of our work as scholars and teachers of Asian cultures. Much of the work Lany has contributed to the field is of service to all of us. His bibliographic guides in the field of Chinese religions are a major and lasting contribution and his textbooks on Chinese religion have set the model for an introduction to the subject. It is rare to meet someone who has done so much for the field and yet for whom humility is the only reward.
In a videotape made of Larry by his family on the occasion of his seventieth birthday, he is asked about his long and productive academic career. His response, representing his typical humility, was to say that his career was just a "routine academic career." Certainly his life and his contribution to Chinese Studies and Religious Studies is far more than just a "routine academic career!" For those of us who have had the privilege of knowing Larry as teacher and friend, he is a true teacher, a source of wit and wisdom and most frequently his wit and wisdom are combined.
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